2i8         MEN, MOVEMENTS, AND MYSELF
Dominion of South Africa, in Southern Rhodesia, and in the
Protected Territories of Basutoland, Swaziland, and Bechuanaland.
African questions had for some years aroused my closest interest,
and I welcomed the opportunity of a personal contact with them.
The delegation was led by Mr. J. H. Thomas, MJP. (Secretary of
State for the Colonies), the other members of the company being
the late Viscount Burnham, the late Mr, W. J. Baker, M.P.,
Captain W. Brass, M.P,, Sir Robert Hamilton, M.P., Sir Douglas
McGarel Hogg, M.P, (now Lord Hailsham), Mr, Ramsay Muir,
M.P., Dr. Clarke, M.P., Mr. A. A. Somerville, M.P., Mr. James
Welsh, M.P., Captain Douglas Hacking, M.P., and myself, and
we were accompanied by Sir Howard D'Egville, the Secretary
of the Empire Parliamentary Association.
The Government of the South African Union had also invited
representatives from the branches of the association in Canada,
Australia, and New Zealand, and the Canadian delegation, led by
the late Sir George Foster, C.M.G., accompanied us on our outward
journey. The party was received in Cape Town at the town hall
by the city authorities, by the Government at the Houses of Parlia-
ment, where we attended a sitting of the House of Representatives,
and by his Excellency the Right Hon. the Earl of Athlone,
G.C.M.G., the High Commissioner for South Africa, and Princess
Alice, at Government House, where we had the privilege of meeting
the Prime Minister of the Union (General Hertzog), General
Smuts, and many other distinguished public men. On the
following day we continued our journey by sea to Durban in
Natal, where the tour which had been planned was to begin, and
where the Australasian delegates had already arrived.
The arrangements both for study and for the comfort of the
delegations were in the hands of Mr. O. D. Clough, C.M.G.,
Clerk to the Union Senate and honorary secretary of the Empire
Parliamentary Association (South African branch), assisted by
Lieut-Commander Maurice Green, Gentleman Usher of the Black
Rod, and they were complete to a degree, which placed all their
guests in their debt. A specially equipped and fully staffed train
was placed at 'the disposal of the delegation, and we had the assis-
tance of expert students and advisers throughout the journey.
I thoroughly enjoyed every hour that I spent in the country, and I
remember gratefully a most informing ride through Zululand in
the car of Mr. G. Heaton Nichols, the member in the Legislative
Assembly for that beautiful country.